sjaa.net sjastronomy.org www.meetup.com/SJ-Astronomy

Intro-to-Astronomy Talks (Astro101) o $ °2e808%%
(at Houge Park or on line; 1 or 2 per month; public events) oge % * ::
Star Parties at Houge Park Soa0% g38%8 8
(“In-Town Star Party” or ITSP; 1 or 2 per month; public events) ?33:0::8.3..33053333838'. Y
Solar Observing at Houge Park 088%0800 o0 $%°%2° ° $,°
(usually 15t Sunday of Month; public events) 0%08%°® o0 020 %%%. *
: - ooe %% *° 3% 3%°
Star Parties with Santa Clara Open Space N TR O
Authority at Rancho Cafada del Oro (RCDO) or S 83°%00 03 3% %0 gmil ofe
nea rby (near Morgan Hill; public events) :io? 0.3:'3 .:o
— Starry Nights, Telescope Viewing 300 J300° 3 30803’
(Saturdays, 1Q Moon; public event; requires free ticket) o0 © ocee o o 0000
— Binocular Stargazing, Learn the Night Sky . .
(approx. once per month in summer) Find all public events at
Dark Skies at Pinnacles National Park meetup.com/SJ-Astronomy/

(several times a year, as announced; public events)

Astronomy Beginners’ Forum (on line; public events; ask

guestions and get answers to help you dive into astronomy) _

SJAA Telescope Workshop———— Elinsi o E]

(at Houge Park, 2 per year; public events) — A1 %IL,...'
; %._! X

https://www.sjaa.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/ o
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sjaa.net sjastronomy.org www.meetup.com/SJ-Astronomy

topics at Houge Park

(Full-Moon Saturdays; public events)

Speakers with in-depth @ ‘s

Astro-Imaging Special 0ed 3,0 sste
Inte reSt Group .‘:-'o.:o ‘z §. 0000 eeee ¢ o o o0
Astronomy/science @ 32 ng X E-';;E:s:,s;;;;@f;
outreach sessions for Se%seele 333 3% @ TR RS 2
schools, etc.

Visit SJAA on line Become a

Assorted observing events at sjaa.net member of SIAA

for club members only

Book library and loaner
telescopes for members

Telescope Fix-It Sessions
for members at Houge Park
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* Interested in helping out, in learning and
promoting astronomy and science in general?

e SJAA can use your help, in technical and non-
technical areas.

* Let us know if you’d like to contribute.

 Don’t worry if you don’t feel ready.
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Feel free to ask questions
about astronomy or SJAA at
asksjaa@sjaa.net

Get more info about
volunteering at SJAA
or send mail to
volunteerchair@sjaa.net
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What Else?
Some Suggestions...

Astronomy Picture of the Day (APOD
http://apod.nasa.ch/apod/astropix.html Y ( )/@ :‘3;‘;2'. :;:.:@

Crash Course Astronomy (by Phil Plait) o et Ty T
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8dPuuaLjXtPAJrlysd5yGlyiSFuhOmiL ¢

Astronomy Cast (with Pamela Gay and Fraser Cain)

http://www.astronomycast.com/

Spa Cepod (by Carrie Nugent)

https://www.listentospacepod.com/

Bad Astronomy Blog (by phil piait)
https://www.syfy.com/syfy-wire/topic/bad-astronomy

Education and Qutreach (U of T, McDonald Observatory)
https://stardate.org/

Free planetarium program Stellarium (windows, Macos, Linux)
http://stellarium.org/

Planetarium apps for your phone or tablet
e.g. Sky Safari (or try Celestron SkyPortal)

9 _0008 o ® 0000
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What Else?
More Suggestions...

Sky I\/Iaps (planisphere, star charts, etc.)
http://skymaps.com/ or http://www.whatsouttonight.com/

Chabot Space and Science Center (Oakland)

http://www.chabotspace.org/

Lick Observatory

https://www.lickobservatory.org/

NASA Solar System Treks

https://trek.nasa.gov/
Citizen Science

— https://science.nasa.gov/citizen-science/
—  https://www.zooniverse.org/projects?discipline=astronomy
— Web search “astronomy citizen science”

Astronomy Society
of the Pacific

https://www.astrosociety.org/

And just look at the sky!
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SJAA Library Sampler

* General Introductions to Astronomy
— Peterson First Guide to Astronomy by Jay M.Pasachoff
— Night Sky, Collins wild guide, Smithsonian
— Stars and Planets by Jay M. Pasachoff
— Stargazing for Dummies

* Astronomy Focus Topics
— The Planets by Giles Sparrow
— Comet, Scientific American
— The Milky Way by Bart J. Bok & Priscilla F. Bok
— Deep-Sky Observer’s Handbook (7 volumes)

— Galaxi Timothy Ferri
Galaxies by otnhy Ferris The SJAA Library is a benefit for

contributing SJAA members.
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Star Party Tips

No white or otherwise bright lights please; red lights okay.

Telescope equipment is sensitive; use caution.
Use the telescopes with your eyes, not with your hands; please don't touch.

Get your eye close to the eyepiece; feel it barely touching your face.
— Get comfortable and take your time.
— Look around the image to see more detail.

If you have trouble seeing, please ask for help; it can be tricky.
— You may need to move your head a bit to see the image.
— Wearing eyeglasses? Need to focus?

Check out multiple telescopes, even when they're showing the same object.
Practice averted vision with faint objects.

Children younger than about five years likely won't have a good experience.
Consider giving them more time before they start their astronomy careers.
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