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PAH

Carbon, Hydrogen, and Oxygen make
up 93% of the human body. As we
learned from one of our most recent
Astro 101 talks (Gravity, Rockets,
Rogues and Aliens), these elements are
among the most common in the uni-
verse. They exist in stars, in the inter-
stellar medium (aka space dust), and in
the gas that makes up some of the
brightest deep sky objects that we love
to observe. What, then, separates hu-
man beings from space dust?

Perhaps not as much as you may think.
Scientists hypothesize that the same or
similar hydrocarbons found through-
out the galaxy were also key ingredi-
ents in the “primordial soup” from
which organic life arose here on Earth.
Specifically, Polycyclic Aromatic Hy-
drocarbons, or PAHs, are getting re-
newed attention, with the discovery of
more and more of these complex mole-
cules out in the cosmos. Our very own
target of the month, the Iris Nebula, is
suspected to contain such PAHs, the
potential building blocks of life. Kind
of makes me wish I had paid more at-
tention in high school chemistry class.
Kind of.
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At a magnitude of somewhere between 6.8
and f'2’ the Iris is a difficult visual target in
small scopes, but shines gloriously in pho-
tograf)hs. A 10” scope should reveal bright
visual views of the nebula, and good condi-
tions can bring out the dark patches amidst
the nebulosity. In a smart scope, or other
long exposure photos, the bright blue color
and endlessly intricate dark patches give
the ﬁmaglnatlon a lot of fun shapes to play
with.
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Announcements

Swap Meet The semi-annual SJAA Swap Meet returns
on September 7" at gAM in the hallowed halls of the
Houge Park Neighborhood Center, Building 1. Join us at
our headquarters for a morning of buying, selling, and
socializing. Bring your own well-loved, well-functioning
gear for potential buyers. The meet runs until noon. If
you sleep in, you may miss the swap meet, but you can
still make it to Solar Sunday at 2pm. See you there!

New Renewal System Some of you may have noticed
that we have changed how new members sign up, and
how returning members renew their memberships. This
system provides us with better automation and record
keeping, which helps us provide robust and timely ser-
vices for our members. If you have any questions or face
any issues, please reach out to us at asksjaa@sjaa.net. As
always, you can reach our renewal and sign up system
through the website at https://www.sjaa.net/join-the-

sjaa/.

Discord Exciting news! SJAA is coming to Discord.
This popular, community-based platform connects
members to SJAA leadership and to each other. Our
discord server complements our email offerings, and
comes with goodies like observing forecasts, photos of
the day, and more. Look for more information soon in
your inbox.

We Always Need More Volunteers There are many
volunteer opportunities in SJAA! While we love having
seasoned experts in our volunteer ranks, we happily
welcome enthusiastic beginners,
too. Opportunities range from
operating telescopes, to authoring
content for publication, to helping
with event logistics. Please reach
out to us at volunteer@sjaa.net to
get started!
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Times and dates are subject to change. Please check
sjaa.net and www.meetup.com/sj-astronomy for the latest

updates.
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