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This August is packed with some truly 
stellar sky shows.  First, there's the 
total solar eclipse on August 12th that 
sweeps across parts of Iceland and 
Spain.  To those lucky enough (or 
dedicated enough) to be in the path of 
totality, I wish you the clearest of skies 
for this display of the sky's most 
impressive show.  The evening of that 
same day is the peak of the Perseids 
meteor shower.  Our intrepid Member 
Observing program leads are hosting a 
special Perseids viewing for members.  
Make sure you are part of the 
observers@sjaa.net group to get all the 
latest updates.

Of course, we have a host of SJAA 
events this month for you to enjoy.  See 
the back page for a quick overview.  As 
we note below, all of our programs are 
volunteer-led, and we can always use 
more help!  In addition to the 
opportunities listed below, we are also 
looking for someone to take up the 
Imaging SIG meetings, and even 
looking for help right here on the 
Ephemeris.  However you spend your 
summer, I hope you are able to keep 
looking up!

Carl Svensson
Vice-President
Ephemeris Editor

Summer Shows Target of the Month M57

Announcements "wow" from a visitor seeing Saturn for the first time or 
when you've expanded someone's world with a new 
thought or experience.

To help you get started, we're putting in place training 
and reference resources, so that becoming an outreach 
volunteer is a less daunting challenge. Sure, you may 
need some new skills to be a successful outreach 
volunteer, but we'll help you build those skills, which will 
be rewarding in itself.

So, if you want to contribute in this way, we can help you 
do it! If you don't feel ready, don't 
worry. We'll get you there in a 
collaborative fashion. Please join 
us at our online volunteer fair on 
Wednesday, August 19, or send a 
note to volunteer@sjaa.net.  Please 
look for an email invitation to the 
August 19 volunteer fair.

SJAA is an entirely volunteer-run organization
with the mission of educating our members and the 
public about astronomy. Maybe you joined SJAA because 
a few volunteers made a good impression on you at Solar 
Sunday or an In-Town Star Party? Now we could use 
your help to sustain our various programs and possibly 
offer more learning opportunities to our members and 
the rest of the world.

While we need help in various areas, right now we're 
looking for dedicated people to share astronomy at 
our public stargazing programs, by running telescopes, 
hosting science stations, or being "Astro Hosts" who 
welcome and inform visitors at events.

Participating in any one of these roles can be very 
rewarding. Every outreach event creates moments 
people never forget. Few things compare when you get a 

Magnitude 8.8
Size 1.4' x 1.1'
Object Type Planetary Nebula
Constellation Lyra
Distance 1400 ly

High overhead this August, tucked 
between the stars Sheliak and Sulafat in 
Lyra, lies one of the sky's most 
rewarding showpieces: the Ring Nebula. 
This glowing smoke-ring is the exhaled 
outer envelope of a dying sun-like star, 
expanding outward over the last few 
thousand years while its exposed core 
cools into a white dwarf.

At magnitude 8.8, M57 is an easy catch 
in any small telescope — even 50mm 
finders show a soft, out-of-focus "star." 
Push to 100x or more in a 6-inch scope 
and the ring shape snaps into view, a 
smoky donut suspended against a rich 
Milky Way backdrop. Averted vision 
helps reveal subtle texture in the shell.

For a challenge, try spotting the 15th-
magnitude central white dwarf — a true 
test of dark skies and aperture. Located 
roughly 2,600 light-years away, M57 
offers a preview of our own Sun's 
distant future.

Top:M57 as imaged by Yoships. 
Bottom: Screenshot of a sky chart for 
finding M57 from stellarium-web.org.

by Carl Svensson
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Times and dates are subject to change.  Please check 

sjaa.net and www.meetup.com/sj-astronomy for the latest 
updates.


